Science through Distance Education:Counsellors' Response

of distance education, the study skills emerge as more important
and a major consideration in the absence of teacher. The University
should help its students learn and benefit from study skills.

8.      More often than not, a student enters an educational programme
without much serious thinking. The University should provide
pre-entry counselling at least to those who seek, to avoid students
making a wrong choice.

9.      The suggestion that filming of experiments whose purpose is only
developing the analytical ability was welcomed favourably by the
counsellors. The science subject departments of the Open
University can look into this matter.

10.    The possibility of introduction of 'home-kits' for practicals also
should be considered by the University. At the outset, the University
can plan a pilot study on the impact of introduction of home kits.

11.    Even audio cassettes, which do not require elaborate equipment
like video, were not utilized by counsellors. The University should
look into this matter and take necessary action.

12.    While planning alternative measures for financing the science
programmes, the University can take the practice of prorata system
of payment in other institutes like Board of Intermediate for
consideration.

13.    The departments of science subjects of the University, in offering
science programmes, should give importance to vocational science
courses viz., pathological analysis, agriculture, water and soil testing
etc.
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